
ROBERT FORD, id$vidaally and on behalf 
of a l l  othe~s similarly sitva-,, 

Plaintiff , 

- against - 
KE"8!CH 5. =PEL, ComuAssfoner af 
Social Security, 

Ref endant. 

A Wamam%ndum Dscisian and Order having been e n t e e d  on 

GepEembe+ 29 ,  1999 (the "Menwranduar Decision and O r d s r " )  fiading 

for  pla in t i f i s  w i t h  reapect to their claim that defendant's 

notices tu recipients o f  aizd applicants €GZ SuppLementaL $ecuri.ty 

Process Clause of the F i f t h  Amendment to the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

Constikutian, and for defendant with respect ka plaint i f f s '  claim 

that such notices violate pla in t i fZs '  equal protectiaa righta,  

IT IS FlEBESY 6RDE;RED, ADJUDGED, AND DECREED: 
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1. D u f e a d a n t  shaLJ. expediticrasly p v a r a  and - l e t  

a plan, c o ~ i a t e n t  w i t h  H=naorazxdnrn D e a i s i o n  and O t b r ,  that 

modifies defendant's automated SSf f i n a c i d -  eligibility Petices 

80 as t~ provide Infezmatican required in order to understand the 

r&CLsqnb for a x a  a w a r d ,  modiEicatioa, tezauiazrtioaa or denial  of SSX 

benefits ,  in such detaiA as is neaeaeaq to permit a reasonable 

pezson to understand kh6 baBis for the agancy's actb%t on the 

P a l l a w i n g  sab j e t s  

(a) informatioa and explanatioas about the 

individual's living arrang-t categosy; 

(b) i n f 9 a t i o n  about resowcea ; 

(c) beaefat computations in worksheet form, 

including tha federal benefit ;ca4 sta te  supplementation 

ra-3 i 

(d) the notice recipient's Eights to review the 

claim; and 

(e) the legal anthoriq f o r  the  agency's accion 

includiag aikher [i) the appropriate legal citations or 

(ii) infomatien as to Bow the appropriate legal 

cit;acLans can be obtained frorn the social S&crirPty 

Administratian. 

2 .  P l a i n t i Z E s '  cia- for violation of their equal 

protection ri.grZts is dismissed w i t h o u t  prejudice. 

3. The relief s e t  f o r t h  in. t h i s  &adgment constitutes 

full and final relief fsr all c l a s x  kemZTcrrs on all claim3 set  

forth i n  g l h t i f f ' s  first amended canrplaint and the intemmnor 
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camplaint, or a r i d . n g  €ram tbe facts set i?ortlr b the - l e n t .  

C l a s s  msmbers shall all rights to s a d  Eu=bhe* 

administrative and judicial relief on individual SSI f inmcial  

eligibility dettmminabions in acuordazrca w i t h  42 V.S.C.S 405fg)  

3nd 20 C . F . R .  Part 416. 

4 ,  Within 120 days of the dab3 hareoT bfe3l3-t shall. 

3g-e aad fi le i L s  plan Cogether w i t h  its time line for the 

c q l o e i o n  of The mbdificacion 0% Aics netLt08s ;ia the par%.htxLarlr 

set forth above. Thereafter, defwndant shall serve and f i r e  a 

teport setting forth L t s  pregress on the -1ementatian oE the 

plan every 120 days u n t i l  the implementa+%on o f  

i a  comgloted. 

modificatioas 

5 .  The Couwt will retain jur i sdkt ion  f o ~  f;he putpose 

of enfarcfrrg ooxzpliance w i t h  t h i s  a d g m a n t ,  If *ere is a c1ad.m 

of  material breach o f  this Judgmentl t h ~  parties shall. attempt ta 

reserve auch claim through negetiations. Such at-$ _shaLI. be a 

prerequisite tc, eikhsz party’s r e p e s t  for relFef fzam khe Court 

f o r  an alleged xnatesrial breach of thks Judgment, A material 

breaah, for the purpose of Wb48 Jldgnent, is defined as tho 

failura hy eithes party, w i t h o u t  sabstant ia l  just i f icat ion,  b 

perform a specific duty imposed bp this Judgment, including 

without l i d t a t i o n  the &ligation of the defendant to proceed 

mped5 tiously . 
6 .  &y appliaatioa by plahtiffs for their reasonable 

attorneys fees and expanses shall be served and f i l ed  w i e l s  

sixty days of tka date hereof. 
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The Clerk i s  directed to furnish a €ilea copy of the 

within  to a 1 S  pa;~;'&es. 

so ORDERED. 

Dated : BroaEr3yn, Hew Pork 
January 13, 2000 

E N T E R ,  

Robert C .  H e i n e ? n a n n ,  
Clark of C o u r t  
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