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I.

The purpose of this Infarmational letter is to: 1) clarify policy
regarding District of Fiscal Responsibility (DFR) for local districts
ard 2) to provide each local district with same tools to use in the
determination of which dJ.strict:intheStateisfiscallyrspmsible
fcrana;plicant/rac:pzmttofmbhcnssm;hysmlly located in
the district. The information provided in this INF will be contained
in a single section an DFR in a farthcoming PASB update.

This will restate the long sl:arﬂirgPubl:cAssista:we[FRpolicles
first presented throughout the State in regional meetings in 1989. A
worksheet (Attaciment A) was developed to assist in the determination
of the district of fiscal responsibility. The worksheet was modeled
after forms in use in several local social services districts.

Attacment B is a ILegal Residence Statement. This is intended as a
tool to help districts identify the correct IFR when the individual has
moved frequently.

AttadmmcisamilatjmoffregmﬂyaslcedRJblicAssistmnem
questions and the answers.

MEDICAL ASSISTANCE: The instructions included in this Informational
Ietter do not apply to the determination of district of fiscal
respmsibility {DFR) for Medical ) Assistame_ (Ma) _—only

There are several has:.cprinc:.plesthatwﬂlbeaplcyedtomkeﬂ:e
DFR determination:
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A.

IFR - Where-found Principle
A local district must provide assistance:

. to all eligible persons legally residing and fourd in such
district; amd

. toallellgahlepersa'smthuxtalegalresmencearﬂfamd
in such district

except as provided in B. below.
DFR - Exceptions to Where-found Principle

A local district muist provide assistance to eligible persans found
outside of such district in the following situations: (These
rules should be applied in the order presented)

1. Ihe Medjcal Rule:(S8SL 62.5(d)) The district of legal
residence (at the time that an individual enters a medical
facility) contimes to be, or becames, responsible for
providing assistance and care to an eligible person who has
entered a medical facility located in another district.
(when an individual goes into a Title XIX OMH/OMRDD facility
that is located in his or her county of residence, that
individual is considered to have gone into a medical facility
outside the county of residence.)

Responsibility under the medical rule contimues until there
is a break in public assistance for a comtimous period of at
least 30 days.

It is important to make the distinction between a medical
facility and a residential facility that is not a medical
facility. See Section II, C. below.

2. The Placement Rule:(SSL 62.5(b)) The district in which an
eligible person legally resides (at the time of placement)
contimues to be, aor becomes, responsible far providing public
assistance and care to an eligible person if:

a) a social services district (either the district of legal
residence or any other district) was directly or
nﬂirecuyinvolvedinplacmgthedigiblepersm, ard;

b} the placement is into a formal residential care setting
in the vwhere-found district.

A formal residential care setting is a residential
program providing room and/or board and other non-
medical specialized services or care which has been
licensed, certified or approved by an authorized New
Yorkstateagen:y. ,
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Both of these conditions must be met in order for the

rule to apply. Consistent with the intent of
SSLGZ.S(b),mhaveirrterpretedlomldist:rict
involvement by any county agency oOr official
goverrmental entity of the county including courts,
mental health departments, probation departments, etc.

Like the medical ' rule, this responsibility contimes
indefinitely until there is a break of at least 30
contimious days in the individual's eligibility for
public assistance.

a3 5 when a recipient of public
ascistance and care moves to another district and continues
tobeeligible,thefrun—djstdctmtinxestoberespmsible
for moviding pon-emergency assistance and care during the
mexth of move ard the calendar month following the month of
move. Thereafter, the new district is fiscally responsible.

The pnposeofthismleistoprovidelmintermpted
assistance to an eligible case when moving between
districts. _Inmcasestmldthensvdistrictmfusetotahe

Temporary 2Absence: In law, the cancept of legal residence
(also ¥nown as damicile) is based upon a person's expressed
intent. Simply put: a person's declaration of his ar her
county of legal residence determines county of legal
residence as long as the facts (the person's actions and
gi:cumtames) are not inconsistent with this expressed

contimes to be fiscally responsible for providing assistance
to this recipient as long as the recipient contimues

engage in the activity for which the recipient left his ar
her permanent home.

6
;
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5.

Note ttntﬂtete:pcraxyabsencemleisexploredmly:.fthe
placanerrtrule (orﬂ:emedmlrula)hasmtestabhshed the

responsibility of a district.

Unlike the medical and placement rules noted above, this
responsibility contimes only until the temporary purpose
ends. At that point, the recipient either:

a)

b)

c)

ret:rnstohisorherdistrictoflegalxesideme-

is mmmhmwtabllstaiamlegalresldemce
elsewhere and is transitioned from the from-district to
the where~-famd district: or

becames a transient (atmeleﬁpersmmﬂmtalegal
residence) and immediately becames the responsibility of
the where-found district.

Special gituations:

a.

62.5 When a person enters

Domestic Violence Rule:SSL 62.5(f)
a Residential Program for Victims of Damestic Violence

located in ancther district following an incident of
domestic violence, the district in which the person
legally resided at the time of the incident is fiscally
responsible for that person while he or she resides in
the approved shelter. This rule applies to persons who
had been receiving PA prior to the incident, as well as
topersmstdnbecmeellgzbleforeiﬂmmorﬁtlem(
overclaim while residing in the approved residential

program.

This responsibility contimies until the person leaves
the approved residential program. At that time, if the
client dnosestomtretmntoﬂ\etrun-district, the
transition rale is applied. The fromdistrict is
responsible for the month the client leaves the approved
shelter and the  following month. The where-found
district is responsible thereafter.

Emergency Temporary Housing: When a homeless person is
placedhymedistnctirrbotaq:oraryhmsingma:m:er
district, the placing district contimies to be fiscally
responsible for providing public assistance and care to
the recipient as long as the recipient contimues in
emergency housing.
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C.

Idemtifying What is and What is Not a Medical Facility

Medical facilities are defined as hospitals, mursing
homes, intermediate care facilities for the
developmentally disabled, psychiatric centers,
developmental centers, inpatient alcchol/substance abuse
treatment fac:.llt;es, and VA hospitals. In addition,
same residential - treatment facilities are medical
facilities.

NOTE: How can you distinguish beumammltreamt
facility that IS a medical facility and ane that is mt:"
Iock at who pays the bill., If Medicaid pays for some
treatment while the individual is in the facility, butmt
the room and board, then that is NOT a medical facility.
For example, a Congregate Care level II substance abuse
residential treatment facility is NOT a medical facility.

Case Documentation and Documentation of the DFR Decision

Ino::dertomsm'ecaselnbegrityarﬂtommniterdlsm.ct
disputes, it is important that a thorough interview am
verification process is in place. Districts that have good
doamentatxmofvhyanhﬂiviﬂ:alistheﬁscalrespmsibihtyof
another district stand the best chance of avoiding interdistrict
disputes. They also stand the best chance of wimning those that
may occur. Attackment A, tmmxmnee;tishmldedtoasslst
the worker in making the decision about which DFR rule will apply
to the applicant.

In addition toagoodmtexviewardcasedoamrtatlm careful
examination of the individual's movements prior to coming to the
where-found district will make identification of the correct
district of fiscal responsibility easier to identify. The Jegal
Residence Statement form (Attachment B) was developed to help
workers to focus on this aspect of the interview.

For example, the individua) may have listed a homeless shelter.in
County A as his residence prior to coming to the where-found
district. However, if the individual was placed into the homeless
shelter by County B, then County B would be the DFR. By getting
as muxch information as possible about the individual's movements,
districts can avoid the extra work and frustration of dealing with

the wrong county.

Iftelporaxyabsencelsthemasmmyannﬂlvmualzstheflscal_
respansibility of ancther district, having the person state their
mmﬂsmamttmstatmtwulhelptodoamt
intent for the DFR. It will also help the DFR to determine if its
rmpm‘sibllltyanti:morerﬂs 'n'xepersmvanismcamty A

yforastatedp:rposearﬂmnmusafterthat

has been campleted is no langer the responsibility of the
former district.



