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The purpose of this informational letter is to inform districts that the
Office of Alcohel and Substance Abuse Services (CASAS) has filed an
amendment to 14 NYCRR B53.15 (attached) that provides for the issuance of a
temporary provisional alcohol and substance abuse counselcr credential.
This change is significant since it will expand the pool of individuals
available statewide to conduct assessments and may help to alleviate
problems some districts found in meeting the assessment mandate.

The amended regulation permits OASAS to issue a credential to
professionals who meet certain standards without first having tc take the
Credentialed Alcohol and Substance Abuse Counselor (CASAC) examination and
will provisionally qualify them to conduct the mandated D/A assessments.
The provisional alcohclism and substance abuse credential will only be
available through June 30, 2000.

To be eligible for a provisional alcoholism and substance abuse
counselor credential, an applicant must be currently licensed, certified, or
otherwise credentialed, in good standing as one of the following:

{l) a certified social werker licensed and currently registered by
the New York State Education Department;

(2) a nurse practitioner who is licensed and currently registered
as a professional nurse by the New York State Education
Department;

(3} a physician's assistant licensed and currently registered as
such by the New York State Education Department and whose
practice 1is in conformity with Section 3701 of the Public
Health Law;

(4) a registered nurse licensed and currently registered by the
New York State Education Department;

(3} a licensed practical nurse, practicing under the supervision
¢f a registered nurse, and licensed by the New York State
Education Department;

{6} a psychologist licensed and currently registered by the New
York State Education Department; or

{7) a rehabilitation counselor certified by the Commission of
Rehabhilitation Counselor Certification.

An  individual seeking a provisional CASAC credential must also meet
specific education, training and work experience defined in Part 853 which
sufficiently demonstrates an understanding of safe practice by addressing a
body of knowledge, work behavior, and skills related to chemical dependence
treatment and/or dependence related problems.
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The process for an individual to obtain the OASAS provisional credential
to qualify to perform the drug and/or alcchol assessments is found in 14

NYCRR BE53.15(d) (3).

L T%{"w%‘ 6/ Py~

“patricia A. Stevens
Deputy Commissioner
Division of Temporary Assistance
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NEW YORK STATE
DFFICE OF ALCOHOLISM
AND
SUBSTANCE ABUSE SERVICES
1450 Western Avenue
Albany. New York [2203-382s
Jean scmers stiller
Comr :: Z72r

Januarv 29, 1999

Ms. Debt Riutzko
State RegistersCompilation Unit
Depanment of State
41 State Street. 11th Floor
Albany, New York 12207
RE: Draft Part 853.15, Title 14, NYCRR
Dear Ms. Ritzko:

Enclosed piease find a Notice of Adoption for the
above-captioned regulations.

As alwavs. thanks so much for vour assisiance.

Sincereiv.

éc@"ﬁﬁ'/t/ é“/d/h
(( ie Anne Rodak

Enclosure

cc: Tale Pererson

julie Anne Rodak
Counsel



David S. Bradiey

George £. Pataki
Acting Director of Reguiatory Reform

GOVERNCR
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The Fonorable Jear Somers 44 iler
Commissioner
NYS Office of Alcoholism
and Substance Abuse Services
1450 Western Avenue
Albany, New York 12203

Dear Commissioner Miller:

“he Office of Alcohoiism and Substance Abuse Services’ request, received May 29, 1998,
to sucmit 2 notice of proposec rule making pursuant to Execuuive Order No. 20 to amend 14
NYCRR §853.15, Temporarv Provisional Alcoholism and Su5stance Abuse Counselor
Credentals, is hereby authorized.

A copy of this notifica:ion is being sent to Secretary ¢7 State Treadwell to inform him that
the Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services may submit this proposed rule for

publication in the State Register.
Sjreereiv,
2
7, ’{%f%

David S. Zradley

DSB/AFS/gmt

¢c: The Honorable Alexander Treadweil
The Honorable Michaet A. L. Balboni
The Honorable Joan K. C--istensen
lalie A. Rodak, Esg.

Sovemor's Office of Regulatory Re/=m
i7th Floor. A.E. Smith Building, PO Box 7027, Albasv. New York 12225
Phone: 518.486-3292 Fax: 473-93:2
Website: http:/fwww.siate.ny.usigo
e
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ACENCY NOTICE OF INTENT
“O PROPOSE OR REVISE 4 RULE

\GENCY NAME: : F
"YS Office of Zlgerciizc znd Substance Shuse Services i

Z Pre-Aoproval Review = Pronosee Ruic s, CProvotes Revisea Rule riaay |

|‘

Tileof Proposea Ruiecr aztion: NYCRR Ciunaa: [ Sase ROCETE 1D 7 lfor revmn nuses aarys !

amorarv Provieszzonzal : ’ J

TASAC - 14 MYCTR Tart 53 r
IRIET DESCRITTICN 0T SROPOSID ACTION:

Tis emercency Tils ztends Fart 953 o Title 14 NYCPE o nroiie for the
-Esuance ©I 2 teTPCrary SrCVlsicnal aiccholism and sunstance zruse cowmnselor:
credent2al (CASAC) iz enaple such Derso T2 crovide eplovarilisy
ISsSessments cursuant to Chapter 43§ of '--:e Laws of 1997, ¢n 2 time limited
zasis, grior «- cualifrine Zor, applyinc Zzr, and taking +he raquisite |
Maminarion for, e CASAC.

lease coeck all artacamesic suomittes a3 part of this gotice of intent:

3 Jraft notice o revoses o srvisen rulemaking for suniication in tnz Siave Register
- Comnl::: TR TELTR TS
_ Al reguires Reguiaiins sTaan Sasments Reguizisry Flemidymy (o7 3o Dusinecces Anaiyses: ang Ruez: #

Tlaxioinity Aoaivser
— . g
- Zast-Benstt Anaivss: fck Asciement: angsor joa Lmeast Anaivsis (i r=uwez =v e Goverpor's Office of

Regutatory Reform =7 slnerwise ungeraken).
—_ ANY reSULLS O 4 DegoTLEs MUTTIAKRE OF DOIiCY diziogues with TEQUIAILT STTI=s LILLTIAKEN IO £ODALTIION Wi

rufe, if any.
—_ Assessroent of fotevant cuaiic szmment, 1f any.
w—
— Orher reievant mizr=aiion (Flease cescrive: )

P —
S C\ATL’R}:{Z&A:, \/ Jﬁ&n_ BerZod
Agency H23C ior aesignee) Date
IINTACT PHONE NUMEBESR: “olie O-~dak  1RS5=22312
Cae Submunea to GORR, Date Resziven by GORR:
SUBMITTO:
Counse:

Sovernor 5 Office o1 Reguiasary Reform
Alfred £ Smuth OfYice Suiiding, | A Floor
P.O. Box i02?

Albany, ~Y 12223
(518) 4730620
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Nolice ¢r Z.mErgency Aaoroion

m

Usw yoric State Tffize o7 Tlocholism
e ~~o Lol :nd S ice Frise i
and Froccszc Rule Making ——

(SUBMITTING AGENCT)

WOTE: ~.2iNC 271 f.I7wtSion NSUUCHUONS are attne eng ot this fomm. Fiease ce syure to COMPLETE ALL ITEMS. Incomprete forms ana

~onsca~~:c.2 lexl aftacnments wii be cause 1of rereclion of this nouce,

Syrsuant 12 1ne o°2. £ 275 of the Slate Administratve Frocecure Act {SAPA), NOTICE is nereov civen ¢! the following agency
action:

b ]

o

issue & T=Trerary provisional aiccholism and substance abuse counselor sradentials to
Derscns .T.C Mest certailn standards to enable them to provide emplovabilliT; assessments
oursuant T Zaprer 436 of the Laws cf 1997, cending the examinatien process.

Action lexer: TLS emRrgency rule avencs Sectlicn 533,13 of Title 14 NYCRP <o enable QASAS to

Edacyve 02:2 T emergency rule: ™ Date oi liling ] Cther:

Fistory ©f e—=78ncy aclions:

T8 Teisisom:ooosiume this emergency roie nas peen agected.

I This:s -1-rsileacopuon of an emergency rule pante in tre Slate Aegisier on cnae:
L. NE 2nQ 1S 2 nolice of emergency ageplen anc notice © Zrop0seq ruie maxing

Slatutery eLmany under which the ruie is aaopted:

Yental Z7izne Law Secticns 12.07(c), 19.02(b), and 172.09(d).

This emerz==zv rufe Is necessary for the preservation of:
B pucnc ~z2un

O puonc ezrary

| ¢2ne ~edare

s scec - “2350M1S underlying tne finaing ¢! necessiry. asove, are as follows: This rlle is essential
orger -Ir ne welfare reform iaw Zhaprer £36 o the Laws of 1007) tc e effectively
plementzi It a timely rmanner. The remulsite sssessment for aliconolliIn and substance ¢
crobists X 2 Key element in helplng peoplie obtaln the assistance they ~av need in order
secore s=_Z-sufficient ang to ultirarely achieve state work pmarticipatiom aocals. In orc
co fuliill thils requirement, in available pool of cualified and knowledceable addicticn
orofess:nz2is of surficient size is essentizl. ™is rule is critical i order to achie-
Subject =2 el that coa
This crorcsal authorizes the issuance of a specizl, time limited credential

o proizssicnals who meet certain standards without first having to tzke the CASAC
examinazion. The amendment provides such persans with two vears within wnich thev must
take -z sxamination if they wish tc retain the credential cn a permenent basis.

. Purpese o e

To perri: The Agency to issue a special time limited credential to professicnals
meet:nT I2rrain standards to enable them to provide employabilisy assessments
pursuznt o Chapter 436 of the Laws of 1997.

) .
2051181 tRev. . S



DOTICE CF Elom oMl Amdwr v mivg s

Tirms ©f fUhg IT2ex apgucasie DOX):

— TTerue s LITOWOICS O 1885, AN Criginar ¢ooy ©f N2 lexTIn scantasie [ormat 1S atacheq.

<4 The rue s more (nan 2.000 worcs. Tharerore. &n onQmai €S0y ¢f 2 summary of the text in scannapte format: s
atacns:

— Pursuam oz SAPA § 202(7(mY, \"e agency etects 1C £nnt a gescncusn of the suoject. 2UTDOse ana substance of e

ruie tn sz .a'z 2.000 wores. Toe onqinal texa in ssannaoie forma: i anacnea.

0. Feguiatcs ~roact Slatement (R1S) (check accucaole box):
0 An RIS L ZC0 worgs or 1ess 1S susmutteg with this nouce,
— Asum=—:z~ AIS is suDmitteg witn ths nouce cecause the full text exceeas 2.000 worcs.
T Accnss Zziea RIS is sucmirtea win this nouce because:

J mere 1s one of a senes of c:csety retated ang simuitaneous:y progosea ruies,
(O t~e r:e s one of a senes o virtually identical ruies proposea curing the same year.

An RIiE s rot suomitted because this rufe is a technical amenament and, therefore, exemet from SAPA § 202-a.
Anac"e: 2 this notice is a statement of the reason(s) for ctaiming 1nis exempton.

An FiE 'z not submitted because this rute is subject t0 a consoicated RIS printed in the Aegrster in a notice of
propess: e maxing 10 No. ; Register date:

An RIE s not submitted because this rule is a ‘rate maxing’ as cefined in SAPA § 102{2)(a)(ii).
: noL submutteq. Sut wui be puplisheq in the Aegrster winin 30 days of the ruie's effective date.

(SR R O Iy

(4 U‘I

1)
b
0y
-
o
1

:z:one mexipdity Anaiysis ior Sman Eusinesses (RAFAS5) (check aopticaoie boxi:
RFLEE o 2,000 woras or tess 1s submitted with this notce,

4

)
D

A ccrscndated AFASE is submitted wath this notice because this ruie is the first of a senes of closely retateq e’
that w . Ce subject t0 the same analysis.

An STi8B is not submutted tecause this ruie wil not imcose any adverse economic impact or repomnine
reccroxeeping or other compiiance requirements on smali businesses. A statement is attacheg

semr: 'orth this agency's finding and the reasons upen which the inding was made, inciuding wnat measures war
usec ¥ Ihis agency to ascerain that thrs rute wil not u‘npcse such adverse economic impact Or cCompuanc

Bl oo,

;]

An ~=158 is not submitted because the ruie is sugiect ta a censolidated AFASE prnted in the Fegister Luder
roucs <! proposed rule maxing, 10 No. ; Regrster oate:

An ==45B is not suomitted tecause this ruie 1s a “rate mawng' as detineg in SAPA § 102(2)(a)(ii).
~n =TA358 is not suomitteq. Sut wil be puciisheq in the Aegrsier within 30 days of the ruie's efiective date.

()

&
Y]

urg; - -=a Flexibility Anaiysis (RAFA) (check aopticabie oexi:
An SAFA of 2.000 worgs or tess 1s submitted with this notice.
A~ summary RAFA is submimeq with this nouce because the fuil text exceeds 2.000 woros.

A corsoiidated RAFA is submitted with this notice because lh:s rute 1s the first of a senes of ciosely related rues ¢
win t# supject to the same analysis.

2~ ZAFA is not submitted because this ruie wil not iIMpose any adverse ecoONOMIC iMPact Of reporting, recarckeer
r cmer compliance reguirernents on public or private enties i rural areas. A statement is atached setting ionh
sencv's finding ana the reasons upon wnich the finding was maae, including whatl measures were useg by

sency to ascenamn that thrs nuie wiil not IMpose such agverse iMpact or comptiance requirements On rura: are

(0 2~ =aFAis not submmtted tecause the ruie is supject 10 2 ceasoudated RAFA printed in the Fegister under a nc
21 2rooosed rule maxing, 1D No. . Register cate:

] ~- SAFA is not submitteg because this ruie is a ‘rate maxing' as defined in SAPA § 102(2){a)(ii).
(0 =< =AFA is not submitted. but wiil be pubtlished in the Aegisierwithin 30 days of the ruie's effective dats.

DDD

(]

-
-
-t
&
2
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OTICE C= =ME232NCY AOOF i M o= b e

DoolnimzEsr slatement (V)8 iemeex asouzanie DOX):
%<& 20 1120 wores or less IS ELTTNes win this nonce.
~SUTIMIN LS s supmutes wan i o TTuCe cecause tne tuii lext exceess 2.700 warce,

A & =zcestfor Assistance 1s scominen win this nclice.

SRR

A ZZngTusileg JIS s Sucmimes wit IS nouce Decause hIS rute 15 me tirst of a sernes ¢t cicsely related rutes tna:
~il Be suTiect 1o the same anaivs:s.

k]

& i85 "2 supmimeq because s 22z2ren from Ine nature anc curcese of the rule that i wiil NCt nave a substarua:
2SVETEL T IACL LN |0DS ang emnicy T ey cIoonuniues, A siatement s anacned sefing f2an this agencys ﬁndhg tmat
(e FLUe W Nave a posiive Imoac: 27~ 'mZact on Joos ana empioyment coponunmties: excest wnen it is ewndent trem=
"8 SuCielt maner of the rue 120t 22wig oAy nave a positve !roagt orf NQ IMeact on 1ofs ang empioymen:
ctpeniniies, lhe statement s-tzi nTiuge a summary cf the r:crmation ana rmetnoasiogy undertying t-z:
zeterminauon, '

i)

A JIS is not subminted because tnis ruie 1s sunject to a consoidateda JiS prnted in the Fiegistern a notica of propeses
ue maxing 10 No., , Register aate:

O Avsis not submitted because this rute 1s a ‘rata making® as gefinea in SAPA § 102[2)(a)(ii).
.

A JIS is nzt submitted because (s fule 1s preposed by the Slate Comptrotler or Atterney General,

2. Emercercy Zroiranon Oate (a first emerzency ~uie is eilective ang enfcrceaoie 10r ue to 90 days form the date of {ilin

“ND sszens ana suosequent emercenty ruies are etfective ang enrorcezgie for up 1o £9 cays irom tneir date of filir
WNLEES "2 agency speciiies an earver caier. This ruie expires:

= €0 dais aiter filing (speciy}.
O &0 cays aiter filing (specity}.
LI Other iszecity catey:

13. Froposeo Exoiration Date (check orw if appticable):
O s creoesal will not exprre in 180 days because it is for a ‘rate making" as defined in SAPA § 102(2)(a)(H).

‘8. T.peorNcice:

(2

Ts rzuce serves poth as an €mercency aaootion and a notce of proposea ruje making. This is not a noace
‘evisec rule maing.

7. Fubic ~eanngs (cheek box ang tcToiete as applicable)
I cucuc hearning is requirea by 12w ana wil be heid at a.mJo.m. on 19

Z] A sutne hearing is not requires by law and has not been scheduled.
0 Aoucie heanng is not reauireq £ law. cut wiil be heid at a.mJp.m. on 19 __

‘8. Intercreter Services (check onv «f 2 public heanng is scheduled):

O inerreter services wiil be mace avaiiable to heanng impaired rersons, at no charge, upon written request suom
within 2 reasonabie lime c~or to the scheduied heanng. Fequests must te agdressed to the &gency c<:
cesicnated in this notice.

205 1191 (Rev. 1 199



32

i)
-

22

23.

24

Accass:z .o icheex ajprepnate cox enivif a2 pucue neannc :s scneculedl:

—— #SJliTheanncs nave Ceen stnagduieg al Clages reason ADIv accessiDie 10 Cersons witn a maosdity imoairmze
— < NEANNCS eXCEC! N2 lIuTwiNg nave Ceen scnen [led ai Zlaces reascrabty accassioie to cersons w
moanment:

-
-
=

\Ie oine seneguled pubiic © fanngs are al o1aces reasonaoty accessiole 10 cersons wun a movility impairm- -

7 Colcnal extiananan s ceing sLCMined regaraing 1ne nonaccessisility of ohe or Tlle neanng sites.

IAIIII

The lext ITine ruie ang any siziements ane anaiyses mav ce ogptainea from:

Name 2 zzency contact ~ulie fnne Eodak, Counsel
Z¥ice agdress 1450 Yestern Avemue
Albany, ew York 12203~3526
' I
Te'ecnone numoer (518} 4i85-2312

21, Eubmt ozia, views or arguments ic [comoiete only if diferent than previously namea agency caentact):

Name :: zzeney ccntact

Zce agaress

Tsecnzne numoer

Adgditsnz matter required by staiue:
K Creex poxif NOT appricabte.

Pubiiz zzmment wiil be recefvead unni:

Bl «s <avs attar publication of this notice (IMINIMUM, pustic comment penca)

0 - =avs after the last schegquied puptic neanng requirea by statute (MINIMUM. with requireq heanng)
O zme- I specnvy

Feferz~zea matenai (check one oox):
& s iniomnauen is being incoroorated by reference in this rue maxing.

O — fule MaKing contains reierencea materat in the foﬂomnc Parts, sections. subdivisions, or
caragrapns:

For rz2z00tions of emergency rute makings indicate if any changes were mage 1o the text of this ruie since tne
filea e ~2rgency rute making.

a revisions 1o text
[ =swsions were made in the fcilowing Parts, sections, subdivisions or paragrapns:

20S 1191 IRew + 54



JOTICE OF EMEs 2z o1 ALLIF1tCiy menes o

Seguiatory Azs-cz:The Division or Housing ana Community Renewai; Workers’ Ccmoensation Board: ang the
-gpariments o < Inzulture ana Markets, £anking, £4ucauon, Eavironmental Conservauon, rieaith, insurance.
_apor zrc So2.2 I2rviCes ang any olnef gepamment scecined Cv Ine govemor or Nis desigrnee Mmus! comptete ths item.
f your agency ~zz z5 colionar agenca cucusneq, IN2t SNOUIC aise ce incicated below):

This acuzn -zs as a Reguiatery Agenca item in the first January 1ssue of the Regrsiern 19 __

a
] Tris acuc- -:zsas a Requiatory Agenca item n (Ne 1ast June 1ssue of the Aegister. 18 ___

This acuss ois not under consigeration at the ume this agency's Reguiatory Agenaa was sucmmed {or publication

AGENCY CERTIFIAT:CN(To be cempietea £y the person wno FREPARED the notice.}

i have revieweaq

1~ 27 and the mnformaton sucmittea with it. The iInformaton ceontainea in tNis ncuce s correct to the best
of my knowieags.

.

| have revieweq A~=:s 2 of SAPA ana Pants 260 througn 263 ot 12 NYCRR, ang | hereoy ceruify that this notice compiies with
all appncaple prevsisns,

A
Name _-ulie ~"me Rodak Signature fJ‘LL(/J ﬁ) 14 ﬁ ye /A
Adaress - BS/S. o230 Vesterm Avenue, llbanv, Vaew Vork 0 iﬁ 3-3574
Date Telepnone 518} 485-2312

Please reaq tefore submitting this notice:

Proceoures vanual.’
2.  Submn zs o= package:
a) == on7nal cenification stapied to the full text of the agopted ruie and TWO copies (for the NYCRAR); ANO

b) == erTnal notice and scanner cooy coilated as: (1) form: (2} tex or summary of nie;

ana. ¢ v, 13) a requiatory impact statement, reguiatory tlexbility anarysis for smaii businesses. rural area flexbility anar
o0 gTzact stalement or assessment of public commeni—and ONE copy ot that set.

3. This ncuce —ay be hand delivereq of mared:
Hano ceuver to:  D0OS Ofice ol Informauon Servicas, 41 State Street {drd Fioor), Albany
Address maii to: RegisterNYCRR Unit. Depanment of Stats, Albany, NY 12231

O0S-1191 (Rew 4. 99



CERTIFICATION

2ursuant to Sections 19.07 and 19.09 of the Memai Hygiene Law. 1. Jean Somers Miller,
Comrrussioner of the Office or Alcoholism and Substance .buse Services. hereby certify that this
s the 2ty adopted onginai ¢! an order of the New York State Office of Alconolism and Substance

Abusz s2rvices which s adoptea as an emergency measure on ths date pursuant 1o the provisions
of Secuon 202.6 of the State Administrative Procedure Act.

onre ey 28 1558

Jean Somers Miller
Comrmussioner

Office of Alconolism and Substance Abuse Services



Secucn 353,15 of Chapter X0V 51 Thie id or the Officiai Compiaten of Codes. Rules ang
Reguizions or the State of N2 Y ork :s amended 10 read as o-iows:

3853.1% Speciai {Credenuaiing) Conditions for the Issuance of Temporary Provisionaj
Credentals

.(a) Speciai credenuaiinz snail be in erfect for a period of 90 days ceginning on the
effect:ve date of the promuigauon of this Part.

(b} The credenualing coard. during this period. may recommend issuance by the Offjce.
witheut requiring written or o2i exanunauon. of a credentiaj to any person who meets the
tollowing critenia:

t1) The perscr noids a current. vaiid aiconoiism counseior credental (CAC)
issuec ov the Office pursuan: 12 Arucie 19 of the Mentai Hygiene Law: or

(2) The person Zoids a current. vaiid substance 2buse counseior credential
(CSAC) issued by the Office cursuant to Article 19 of the Mentai Hygiene Law.

(¢) The Office shail issue the aicoholism and substance abuse counselor credentiai to aif
quaiified persons during the $3 day period beginning on the e:%ective date or this Part. A Rer this
penied. regulations governing the establishment. issuance and renewai of the credentialed
alconciism counselor (Part 325 of this Title) and the credentaied substance abuse counsefor (Part.
827 c: this Title) credentiais shall be rescinded. ]

ta) Background ang izent, 1) Under Chapter 436 o *he [ aws of 1997 locaj sociai
senviies GISUICIS are requirec = jaw 10 screeq and assess aij anplicants ang recipients or nublic
assistance 10 determune if thev nave an alcoholism and/or susstance ahuse roblem that prevents
ther Tom being emplovapie. 5o, such persons are mandzred inro aiconolismysubstance abuse

et " 1 3 ¥ W A\ e
substance abyse professiona:s who have been issued credentais by the ofice of alcoholisrn and

rvice -is provision niengded to a that a. ments are provided b




i0C fiTotance abuse professionais walp assessment, ciinicai counseling. andior vecarionat
sSesciicnexperjence wno nav2 ine eaupvaient of three vaars of full time »aid addiciion rearment
2XR27ence acquired p facijiies censed or cemiffed by the Office duripe the nercd of Mav i
1087 —sough June 30, 190R ama who othepwise meet the IegquIrements o1 the provicion of this

- :,-".-._

<) Limited avajiabiiin o nrovisional credentiaiing mechanism S e provisionaij
aigezoiism and substanee atuse credential mechanism gstablished 1n this Sectjon wijl ba
avauzoie fora fimited time penod. commencing June 0. 1998 through Juge 30, 2700 The

mesoznism wiil not be avariable 10 any applicant after June 30. 2000, ang this secuon shail be

Jesmen 10 be expired on and after July 31. 2002,

(d) Appiication requirements A anjicants who wish to obtaln a provisionai aicoholism
anc scostance abuse counseior credenuai through the mechanism established in thic Secuon must
~IoC: docurpentation which demonsirates that the appiicant satisfies the rollowing

LT Yo LERE T Y -

1) Professionat {jcense, cemtication. or other credential required. To be eiigibie for a
rrov-sional alcoholism and sudstance abuse counselor credential. an appiicant must be currently
licenced, certified, or otherwise credentialed. in pood standing as at least one of the tollowing:

() 3 cerif iai w i ' < W
York State Education Deparnment:
iy 2 It is {i ; 2
- Ev v T w - -
!iiil 1 phys i '
New Yn 1 w 1ce !

coprormiry with Secuon 3701 of the Public Heaith | aw:

av) 3 regustered purse ficensed and currently reeisteres by the Naw York State

2Ty =




chemical arhuce ang or denepdepes "2iared peamiems:

‘B) knowiedge ovthe practges, monjcles, and culgormes of the mos: ceneraity
agcepted models ot treatment, recovery, refapse prevention 204 CORTIUING care

for ccemucai abuse or depengepce reiated nronlems:

szcumenteg as directec by tne Office ang spail be sunject 1o venfication a-d approvai by

—s Q(ﬁg;,

{A)} The person shall have received a high scnool diploma or generz! eauivaiency

diploma t GED),

-
)



sxpenence must jave oeen pbtained within the {en vears nrior 10 the date of appiication
and must_ipciude direct provision of treaument semvices 1o individuais and/or families
=vith documented chemicai dependence sroblems. - cunervision or others in the direct
Rrovision of such rreatment services. All quaiifyine sxpenence must Bave been obtained
thin ten vears of <=2 date of appjication.

) Each application shall inciude three evaiuations written by persons

 d CEC O INE appiicani s pertormance as an oJols,

{(3) Evaluations.
: least six month

e wraen by a qualified heajth proressional. as defined in this Part

(i) Evaluauons submitted pursuant 1o this section shall be kKept confidentiai.

4) Atfidavit of erhicat principies. Fach appiicant s=ail sipn an atlidavit which stares thar

wl
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“j) ,D;QEn-nrn qﬂn,,ganDS

(A) Azzocanis wnose appiicanions are not compjete snail be nonfied by
the Office, o —a1j 2< *0 \nformanon required for compieranass

(BY I =mraten required for compieteness is received within a
reasonable umerrame svecified by the Office. the appiication wiil undereo an

(1} If the Office determines that the requirements of this Section have been

(1) _If the Office determines that the requirements of this Section have not been
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\is
A\ moocny "

"o Vi i Y i
' { Ve e v
‘e ven



2 inall be subject 1o, ail provisions of this Pan Soverming ajconolism and substance abyse
-Z.oselor credentials

(f) Revocation, suspension orother remecial actions, A provisionai cresenriai issued
=222r 1is Secuion may be subieet 1 ISVOCANON, suspension. annulment, or othar administrarive
z:ainin gccordance with Sacyons £33 9] or 833 22 ofthis Part, If 2 provisiona: sredenual is
z2:0xed, or expires during 2 neriod of suspension. 10e gicoholism or substance ahuse professionai
~a0t 3pply for a new provisionai credential unger this Section:

. visi anti i ‘ Il be eligible for recimrocity | by
-x2 of his or her provisional credential with credentials or certifications jssued by certifvine

- agiss QI‘ QIh:I SIEI:S

(b} Property of Office. The provisionai credenual shail remain the prope-ry or the Office
=22 Zust be rerumed 1o the Office unon EXpIraton or revocarion of the provisionai Credential




SUMMARY

This emergency rulemaking would amend Part 853 of Title 14 NYCRR to estabiish a
rnecn22ism for issuing a time limited special provisional aicoholism and substance abuse counselor
cregential to appropriately qualified persons. pending the examination process. to ensure that

countes will be able to fuifill state welfare reform law aicoholism/substance abuse assessment
requirsTients.
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REGULATORY IMPACT STATEMENT

Statutory Authorinyv:

Sections [9.07(c) ana 19.09(b) ot the Mentat Hygiene Law authorize the Commussioner
of the Office or Alconoiism and Substance Abuse Services to adopt reguiations as
necessary and proper 10 impiement any matter under his or her jurisdiction. Section
19.07 (d) of sucn iaw authonzes the Commissioner 1o establish minimum qualifications
for credentialed alconolism and substance abuse counselors.

Legisiative Objecrives:

Under Chapter 436 ol the Laws of 1997, local distncts are required by law to screen and
assess all appiicants and recipients of public assistance (o0 determine if they have an
alcoholism ana/or suostance apuse problem that prevents them from being empiovabie.
{f s0. such persons are manaaied into alcoholismysucstance abuse treatment and exempt
from work parucicatien ruies until such time as they nave progressed in their recovery to
a point where they are empiovabie.

ASSessments must be cerformed. as specified in the iaw. by “professionals who have been
1ssued credentiais by the office of alcoholism and substance abuse services.” This
provision is intenged to assure that assessments are rrovided by persons with
demonstrated knowiedge and experience in addiction.

OASAS has been injormed by certain districts that the pool of CASACs available to
provide the assessment service is not sufficient to adequately fulfill this provision of law.
which Is currentiy temng impiemented. These districts are being asked 1o fulfill a
requirement that tney are paysically unable to ruifill. [t is therefore criticai that
appropriately quarfisd persons be avatlable to provide this service for locai districts
immediateiy.

OASAS has determined that certain professionais have the requisite knowiedge and
expenence in addictions to be able o effectively administer assessments pursuant to the
welfare reform law. Hence. OASAS seeks to issue 2 special. time lirnited credential to
professionals who meet certain standards without first having to take the CASAC
examination. The amendment provides such persons with two years within which they
must take the examination if they wish to retain the credential on a permanent basis.

3. Needs and Benefits:

This rule expands the pool of persons from which locai governments can draw to perform
employability assessments under the weifare reform iaw. [t consequently berter ensures
that local governments wiil be able to fulfill their stanuory assessment responsibilities
under weifare reform and wouid therefore be of considerable benefit to iocal



Zovernments.
Costs:

-a) There are no unouZZzied costs or savings 10 the State as a resuit of imptementation of
‘his ruje.

(b) As this proposai standardizes existing requirements and adds an optionai credentai
opportunity that 1s not a requirement. there are no new costs to reguiated parties for the
impiementation and continuing compliance with the proposed rule.

{c) There are no additionai costs to the Office or Alcoholism and Substance Abuse
Services. the State. or iocal governments for the impiementation and conunued
administration or this ruie. The agency will need to dedicate statf to process the
credential appiicauons. out this cost shouid be orfset by the administrauve filing fee.

td) The apove statements are tased on the fact that the proposed ruie does not ptace any
mandates on reguiatec varues.

This regulation places no additionai burdens on businesses. There are no additionai costs
to the State or local governments associated with the impiementation of the rule. The
credential envisioned in the regulation is entirelv optional.

Locai Government Mandates:

Under Chapter 436 of the Laws of 1997, locai districts are required by iaw to screen and
assess ail appiicants and recipients of public assistance to determine if they have an
alcoholism and/or sucsiance aouse problem that prevents them from being empiovabie.
{f so. such persons are mandated into aicoholismysubstance abuse treatment and exempt
from work participauon rutes untl such time as they have progressed in their recovery to
a point where thev are empiovable.

Assessments must be performed. as specified in the law. by “professionals who have been
issued credentials by the office of alcoholism and substance abuse services.” This
provision is intended to assure that assessments are provided by persons with
demonstrated knowiedge and experience in addiction.

OASAS has been informed by certain districts that the pool of CASACs available 1o
provide the assessmert service is not sufficient 10 adequately fulfill this provision of law,
which is currently teing impiemented. These districts are being asked to fulfill a
requirement that they are physically unable to fulfill. [t is therefore critical that
appropnately quaiifiec persons be available to provide this service for local districts
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.mmediatety.

Hence. OASAS seeks 10 quickly issue a temporary. ume iimited alcoholism and
substance abuse counseior credentiai to persons meeting certain standards. without first
‘alking the requisite examination. Such persons will have two vears within which 10 take
‘Ne examination if they wish 10 retain their credentiaj bevond this

Paperwork:

Any paperwork required by those who wish to apply for the special credenuai is
reasonable in scope and is limited to that necessary to venfy possession of certain
slandards and quaiifications. [t is neither onerous nor burdensome.

Duplication:

“he proposed reguiation does not dupiicate any State or Federal requirements.
Alternatives:

The aiternative 1o this regulatorvy amendment is to remain with the status quo. As
OASAS has heard that the existing pooi of credentialed alcoholism and substance abuse
counselors is not sufficient to fulfill the need of local governments for assessment
capabilities. that altemative was necessarily rejected.

Federai Standards: T

No federai standards are exceeded.

Compliance Schedule:

The proposed reguiations wiil be effective immediately upon filing. Persons who wish to
obtain a credential can submit reievant paperwork as soon as this regulation is effective.

[Py )



REGULATORY FLEXIBILITY ANALYSIS

~ reguiatory tlexibility anaiysis of this emergency acuon is not required by Section 202-a
of the :2te Administrative Procedure Act. This ruie wiil not adverseiy affect smail businesses
ang .22 are no small business recordkeeping requirements. required professionai services. or
com.r:ixice costs associated with these regulations.

+his regulation piaces no additionai burdens on businesses. There are no additional costs
to the State or local governments associated with the implementation of the ruie. The credential
envisicned in the regulation is entirely optional: those who wish to obtain it in order to provide a
spec:::s service. for which they likely will be compensated. will be required to pay a modest fee
10 ccver OASAS administrative costs in issuing the credential.

RURAL AREA FLEXIBILITY ANALYSIS

A rural area flexibility analysis for this emergency action is not required. In fact, these
regu:2uons will make it easier for local governments in rurat areas to fulfill starutory weifare
reform requirements such that the initiative can be promptly and effectively impiemented. The
assessment for alcoholism and substance abuse problems is a key element in helping peopie
obta:z e help they may need in order to become self sufficient and to uitimately achieve state
WOrK zrucipation goals. In order to fulfill this requirement. an available pool of qualified and
know edgeable addiction professionals of sufficient size is essential for local governments. This
rufe :s cntical in order to achieve this goal.

JOB IMPACT STATEMENT

A job impact statement is not submitted. This rule permits the agency to issue a
temzcrary special alcoholism and substance abuse counselor credential to persons meeting
cer2: standards to enable them to perform assessments for the purposes of the new welfare
refcr= iaw, Chapter 436 of the Laws of 1997. Therefore. it will have no adverse impact on jobs
and =mployment opportunities and, from its very nature and purpose, wiil have an obvious
pos:Zve impact on jobs and employment opportunities.



